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Violations of the Human Rights of Christians in Pakistan
Introduction
Treatment of Christians in Pakistan: An Overview
Pakistan is an Islamic republic, and the Constitution requires that laws be consistent with Islam. The Constitution states that "subject to law, public order and morality, every citizen shall have the right to profess, practice and propagate his religion;” In practice discriminatory laws imposes limits on freedom of religion. Islam is the state religion. Freedom of speech is constitutionally "subject to any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the interest of the glory of Islam." Muslims make up 97.6% of Pakistan’s population, Hindus 1.5% and Christians 2.7%.  Violence against religious minorities in Pakistan is not necessarily as a result of societal intolerance, but is organised and carried out by groups of religious extremists.  There are numerous extremist Muslim groups currently operating in Pakistan. The state’s inability to provide basic services has left room for extremist groups to step in and assume responsibility. The responsibilities include running institutions of learning, clinics and setting up madressahs. Overall, whether a Christian is a convert or born into the faith, he or she is ostracized by the Muslim majority.  Converts have told stories of losing their jobs when their Muslim employers learned they had become Christians; and others would not employ them because they are Christians. Blasphemy laws in Pakistan are routinely used to harass religious minorities and liberal Muslims and to settle personal scores or business rivalries. Individuals are detained and convicted on spurious charges and often spent years in jail before acquittal, generally at the appellate level.  Mobs occasionally attack and kill the accused prior to their arrest. Religious extremists continue to threaten to kill all those acquitted of blasphemy charges. 

An overview of Specific Constitutional Provisions and Laws that Limit the Rights of Christians and Other Minorities in Pakistan
 The Preamble-

The preamble of the constitution of the Islam Republic of Pakistan, 1973 starts with the constitutional discrimination of religious minorities.  It states,

“Wherein the Muslims shall be enabled to order their lives in the individual and collective spheres in accordance with the teachings and requirements of Islam as set out in the Holy Quran and Sunnah.”

The State’s Religion is Islam- 

Under Act 2 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 1973, the state’s religion is Islam.

No Provision Regarding the Abolition of Untouchables: 

Under the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 1973, there is no provision in place to abolish the practise of discriminating against people considered untouchables. 

Bar of Minorities to Key Posts of the State:

Under the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 1997 the

(a) President of Pakistan

(b) Prime Minister of Pakistan

(c) Governor of Province

(d) Chief Minister of Province

Shall be Muslims. 
The Abrogation of Reserved Seats in Parliament by General Musharaff through His Electoral Reforms in 2002.

General Pervez Musharraf has recently repelled the constitutional rights of minorities’ to representation in the Parliament under Article 51 and Article 106 of the Constitution of Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 1973. 10 additional seats in National Assembly and 23 additional seats in the 4 provincial assemblies were allocated by the framers of the constitution in spite the joint-electorate system. But General Pervez Musharraf through his Electoral Reforms 2002 has deprived the minorities of their legitimate right of representation neglecting the fact that in Pakistan, the voice of the minorities has never touched the heart or mind of the Muslim politicians. Thus the framers of the original constitution, 1973 reserved “Additional Seats” for minorities under the Joint-Electorate.  The Provisions Article 51 and Article 106 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan are reproduced for elaboration.  

Chapter 2 

The Majlis-e-Shoora Parliament

 Article 51 (2A) of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan provides that  in addition to the number of seats referred to clause (1) there shall be in the National Assembly, ten additional seats reserved as follows for the person referred in clause (3) of Article 106:

Christians                                                                       4

Hindus & persons belonging to the scheduled casts      4

Sikh, Budddhist and Parsi communities & other Non-Muslims 1

Persons belonging to Quadinani group or the Lahori Group       1

(Lahori Group calls themselves Ahmadies)
Chapter 3-

Provincial Assemblies

 Article 106 (3) of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan provides that in addition to the seats in the Provincial Assemblies for the provinces of Baluchistan, the Punjab, the North West Frontier and Sind specified in clause (1), there shall be in those assemblies the number of seats herein specified for non-Muslims:

	Province
	Christians
	Hindus & Persons Belonging to the Scheduled Casts
	Sikh, Buddist, Parshi Communities and other Non-Muslims
	Persons belonging to Quadiani group or Lahori group (who call themselves Ahamadies)

	Baluchistan
	1
	1
	1
	-

	The NWFP 

Province
	1
	-
	1
	1

	The Punjab
	5
	1
	1
	1

	Sind
	2
	5
	1
	1


 General Pervez Musharraf by his Electoral Reform 2002 has deprived the minorities of their Constitutional right of representation in the Parliament. In a traditional Islamic society like Pakistan, a Non-Muslim person hardly enjoys equality of rights. There is no elected Christian member of parliament. 
(a) Comparison of Council of Islamic Ideology

Under Article 227 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan (Par 9 Islamic Provision) all existing laws shall be brought in conformity with the injunctions of Islam as laid down in the Holy Quran and Sunnah,  and nothing shall be enacted which is repugnant to such injunctions.

Art 228 speaks of the composition of the Council of Islamic ideology consisted of Muslim scholars having knowledge of the principles and philosophy of Islam as enunciated in the Holy Quran and Sunnah, or understanding of economic, political and legal or administrative problems of Pakistan.

Under Aricle 230 of the Constitution of Islamic Republic of Pakistan 1973, the functions of the Council of Islamic Ideology is to make recommendations for (Maslis-e-shoora) parliament and the provincial assemblies as to the ways and means of enabling and encouraging the Pakistani Muslims to order their lives individually and collectively in all respects in accordance with the principles and concepts of Islam as enunciated in the Holy Quran and Sunnah.

No minority citizen of Pakistan can be a member of the Council of Islamic Ideology. No such Minorities’ Commission or Council has been constituted under the constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 1973 to make any recommendations in accordance with the principles and concepts of the respective religions to the National Assembly or Provisional Assemblies. 
(b) Federal Sharia Court
 During the Islamisation process a parallel Islamic Sharia court was created. A new Chapter 3a Federal Sharia Court (Articles 203A AND 203J) was enacted.

The Federal Sharia Court consists of 8 Muslim judges. Who decide if any law or provision in the country is repugnant to the injunctions of Islam. Chapter 3A was substituted by the constitutional amendment order 1980 (Presidential Order No 1 of 1980) S. 3 (w.e.f May 26th 1980).

 No member of any minority community can be a judge of the Federal Sharia Court and no non-Muslim legal practitioner can represent anyone before the Federal Sharia Court.

Under Article 203-A, the party to any proceeding before the Federal Sharia Court may be represented by a legal practitioner who is Muslim.

(c) Islamic Sharia Law is the Supreme Law of Pakistan
  Since the legislation of the Enforcement of Sharia Act 1991, Islamic Shariah laws have been imposed even on religious minorities, ignoring the secular’s laws and codes of their respective religions. This state of affairs has made the Christain community second-class citizens of Pakistan. Prior to this, in 1979, General Zia-ul-Haq promulgated the Islamic Hudood .  

Hudood, the plural of hadd, are punishments, the limits of which are set forth in the Quran or Sunnah. In 1979, as part of the continuing Islamisation of Pakistan, an entire new set of laws became effective concerning certain criminal offenses. Termed the "Enforcement of Hudood Ordinance," they provide Islamic punishments for: 

(1) property crimes, such as theft or embezzlement; 

(2) zina, which is fornication or adultery; 

(3) qazf, which is falsely accusing another of zina.

Hadd punishments range from whipping a certain number of "stripes" to amputations of a hand or foot or multiple simultaneous amputations to imprisonment for a term or for life to death by execution or stoning. The particular hadd punishment depends upon the degree of the offense.

[Note that another similar law was added to the Pakistan Penal Code in 1979. The "Prohibition (Enforcement of Hadd) Order," which pertains to intoxicating beverages and drugs, provides for hadd punishments in the event of conviction for manufacture, transportation, use, possession or the like.)
Late General Zia-oul-Haq (1977-1988) initiated his Islamisation process to bring all existing secular laws framed by British rulers in conformity with the inductions of Islam as laid down by the Holy Quran and Sunnah In his Islamisation process, he either repealed all secular laws or incorporated Islamic Sharia laws to make the existing secular laws in accordance with the teachings and requirements of Islam as set out in the Holy Quran and Sunnah.

Under Islamic Qanuan-e-Shahdat order, 1984, the evidence of a non-Muslim is not admissible against a Muslim.  Only two male witnesses can testify while four Muslims women witnesses are equal to the two Muslims witnesses.  However, the evidence of non-Muslims evidence may be acceptable if the accused is also a mon-Muslim.

(f) QISAS AND DIYAT ISLAMIC ORDINANCE 1997 (Islamic     Compensation Law of Blood Money)

In the secular codified law of the Pakistan Penal Code 1860 (XLV of 1860) in chapter 15 of  PPC relating to Offences Affecting the Human body (Section 299 to 338) has been substituted by Islamic Qisas & Diyat Ordinance 1997 by the Criminal Law (Amendment Act 11 of 1997)


(g) DRACONIAN BLASPHEMY LAW
In chapter 15 of offences relation to religion of the Pakistan Penal code (15 of 1860), 1860 the Islamic Blasphemy Law incorporated.

TABULAR STATEMENT OF OFFENCES

	Section
	Offence
	Procedure
	Punishment
	Date of 

incorporation

	295-B
	Defiling etc. of the copy of Holy Quran
	May arrest without warrant
	Imprisonment for Life
	Instituted by Ordinance (1 of 1982) dated 18/03/1982

	295-C
	Use of derogatory remarks et. In respect of Holy Quran
	As above
	Death Penalty
	Instituted by Act 3 of 1986

	298-A
	Use of derogatory remarks etc. in respect of Holy Muslim Personalities
	As Above
	As Above
	Instituted by  Ordinance XLV of 1984 dated 18/09/1980

	298-B
	Misuses of epithets, description and titles, etc. reserved for certain holy persons, ages or places
	As above
	As Above 
	Substituted by Ordinance 20 of 1984

	298-C
	Person of a Qadyani group etc. calling himself a Muslim or preaching 
	As above
	As above
	As above


Blasphemy laws in Pakistan have been used against Christains and other religious minorities. There are several cases of Christains detained for alleged blasphemy against Prophet Islam, Muhammad. These allegations are often false and stem from the Muslim accuser’s desire to take revenge against the accused belonging to any religious minority. The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) has stated that the blasphemy law is widely used to settle petty, personal disputes and has inflicted suffering on many innocent people through its misuse. During a visit to Pakistan, the Archbishop of Canterbury called for the reform of the country’s blasphemy laws, expressing the fear that it is being used to “settle private scores”. Between 2005 and 2006 eight people were charged under the blasphemy law in Pakistan and one person killed in detention.
(See Annex 1: Home Office Report)

(h) HORRORS OF ISLAMIC BLASPHEMY LAW IN PAKISTAN

The Muslims are increasingly misusing the blasphemy law in Pakistan as a weapon for persecution of Christians.  This draconian law is a hanging sword on the heads of the religious minorities.  Usually blasphemy law is misused by the Muslims against the religious minorities to settle their enmity, rivalry, hiding criminal offences like commission of rape and kidnapping of girls belonging to minorities’ faiths.  Mainly the Muslim fundamentalists target the Christian community of their having their religion, which USA and European countries profess.  After the Afghan War 2001, the atrocities with Christian community have increased.

1) In Islamic Pakistan, there is no legislation to punish, in any manner   whatsoever, the false accuser and false witness of blasphemy law.  The innocent victim of blasphemy case is condemned unheard.  The courts are threatened or frightened to pass the death sentence against the innocent victim at any rate.  In blasphemy case, an accuser becomes the prosecutor, judge and executor and extra-judicially kills the innocent victims at his own will and violation without any fear of punishment of committing murder.  The murderer, on the contrary, is garlanded as the heir of heaven.  As according to Islamic doctrine, a person who kills a blasphemous of Holy Prophet earns heavenly reward (Saawaab).  This lacuna in Pakistani Law has encouraged the Muslim fundamentalists to misuse the blasphemy law against the Christian community.

2) No court in Pakistan can dare to give its impartial verdict of acquitting any victim under the pressure of Islamic militant organizations.  It is evident from the past traditions that usually
 the Session Courts of the Districts sentenced all the alleged accused with imprisonment of death.  However, in some cases, few High Courts aquitted some innocent Christians.  But since the murder of Mr. Justice Arif Iqbal Bhatii, a judge of Lahore High Court by a fundamentalist Muslim worker due to his acquitting a famous case Manzoor Masih and two others.  Now the High Courts in Pakistan look frightened to give acquittal judgements under the pressure of strong Muslim militant organisations.

3) General Pervez is not liberal but Muslim

In April 2000, the Chief Executive General Pervez Musharraf, a Muslim Nationalist, when found Pakistan image really tarnished in globalised world by Islamic Blasphemy law, which carries a mandatory death penalty, to prevent its misuse.  One month later, following protests by Islamic groups, the proposed amendment was withdrawn.  Since then, he has never endeavoured to curtail political exploitation of religion through Islamic Blasphemy Law.  On the contrary, he has been defending the continuation of Blasphemy law. 

Pakistan’s Striving Son

He does admire Ataturk, he says, but Pakistan is much more Muslim-minded society than Turkey.  He says his real role model is Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Pakistan’s founder, who envisaged a model, secular Muslim state.  Yet, when Musharraf tried to overturn Pakistan’s draconian blasphemy laws, often used by Muslim fundamentalists to silence liberal, he had to back down “Yes, I backtracked on it, because I want to bring economic stability and did not want to open too many front” He says “these are very, very sensitive issues.” (Interview with “News Week” January 28th 2002).


It is pertinent to mention here two persons involved in blasphemy have been sentenced to death and an accused detained in jail on the charge of blasphemy was extra-judicially killed in jail during General Pervez Musharraf’s regime.

In August 2000, Yousif Ali was sentenced to death for blasphemy after a manifestly unfair trail amid media vilification.  Thus, the plight of Pakistani Christians is endangered by Pakistan’s severe Blasphemy law.  Increasingly judges in Pakistan are reluctant to preside over blasphemy cases since a High Court Judge was murdered by Islamic Fundamentalists for freeing a Christian on blasphemy charges.

(i)
HISBA BILL-A TALIBAN-STYLED THREAT TO RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

Recently, the Mutahida Majlis-e-Ammal (MMA) a coalition of extremist religious parties having provincial government in the North-West Frontier Province of Pakistan, has urged to introduce Taliban style legislation called the “Hisba Bill”.  According to this bill, the local council, the ministries and the judiciary will be monitored and supervised by a Muslim cleric (Muthashib, which mean accountable).  There will be compulsory observation of five time prayers and no singing or dancing.  Islamic studies will be a compulsory subject to qualify for the next class/level of studies and even the Supreme Court i.e. the largest judicial body of Pakistan would not be entitled to challenge the decision made by the cleric authority.  There will be a special Islamic Police Force that would monitor the way people from all religions lead their lives and would be authorised to intervene where a  violation of the Islamic values is observed verbally or practically and the violator would be subject to minimum six months’ jail or fine.  The MMA is also struggling to enforce complete “Shariah Laws” throughout the country, which would further squeeze rights and freedom of religious minorities and undoubtedly, the Pakistani Christians will be its supreme targets.

68 Members of the North-West Provincial Assembly voted in favour of this bill, 34 voted against while 2 members did not vote.  The bill was resisted by the Musharaf Government that took it into the Supreme court presided by Chief Justice Mr. Iftikhar Ahmed Chaudhry and a nine-member bench, where it was declined fortunately.  Following are some of the reasons upon which the Supreme Court refused to pass this bill:

The Attorney General Makhdoom Ali Khan said that the implementation of Hisba Bill would affect the personal and family lives of the Pakistani citizens.  A Taliban-Styled Government will come into existence which cut-off the hair of these wearing shorts.  He further said that the authorities given to the Muthasib (Islamic Accountability Officer) have intentionally been left undefined to handle black and white with infinite powers and the existing law will have to sit and watch without interruption.  He further declared that the bill would lead to gross violation of human rights.

There is much legal space for the clerics to misuse or manipulate in furtherance of their interests, which are not only intimidating but also detrimental to the limited freedom present in the existing Pakistani Constitution.

Even if passed in the Provincial Assembly of NWFP, the central government on the other hand may not be in a position to strike down the after-effects of this bills’s implications, which will lead to agitation, instability, civil conflicts and scuttling of economic growth and prospects of foreign investment.

The MMA, guided by extremist politicians does not only understand these limitations but also know how to ratify them and this is the main tool for them to extend their Taliban-style territory by exploiting the ideal picture drawn and pasted on people’s minds 1400 years ago.

The bill applies to all the citizens, including Christians without any exemption.  It adds into their atrocities and will serve as a free pool for further misuse of religious differences and targeted violence.  Fundamental rights of religious minorities and women will be severely hampered and they will lose their voice that is mostly raised by the international community.

CLAAS has expressed its concern to the Pakistani President, the Prime Minister and Dr. Maleeha Lodhi to discourage enforcement of such a dreadful law.  At the same time, CLAAS have frequently engaged churches and supporters to lobby with the Pakistani authorities and their respective MPs in UK to combat this issue. 
 Human Rights Issues:

a. Arbitrary or Unlawful Deprivation of Life

 Killings linked to sectarian, religious extremist, and terrorist groups continue to take place in Pakistan. 

b. Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
Police failed in several instances to protect members of religious minorities—particularly Christians, Ahmadis, and Shi’as—from societal attacks.

c. Arbitrary Arrest or Detention
A First Information Report (FIR) is the legal basis for all arrests in Pakistan. Police are to issue FIRs provided complainants offer reasonable proof that a crime has been committed. A FIR allows police to detain a named suspect for 24 hours after which only a magistrate can order detention for an additional 14 days, and then only if police show such detention is material to the investigation. In practice, the authorities did not fully observe these limits on detention. FIRs were frequently issued without supporting evidence as part of harassment or intimidation. Police routinely did not seek magistrate approval for investigative detention and often held detainees without charge until a court challenged them. Incommunicado detention occur. When asked, magistrates usually approve investigative detention without reference to its necessity. In cases of insufficient evidence, police and magistrates colluded to continue detention beyond the 14-day period provided in the law through the issuance of new FIRs. Members of the police force are mainly Muslims and offer little or no protection to Christains.
d. Discrimination in Pakistan Laws
 Religious discrimination is inscribed in legislation and tends to promote a culture of intolerance and division. Under the discriminatory Law of Evidence, the courts of Pakistan operate under a biased legal procedure. For example, under the Law, court witnesses are judged according to their religion and gender: the testimony of one Muslim male court witness is equivalent to the testimony two Muslim women witnesses. Further, the testimony of one male Muslim is equivalent to the testimony of four non-Muslims. 


Annex 1 
Case Studies 

· Martha Bibi arrested for blasphemy

· 14 year-old Christian girl raped and murdered
· 12 years old Christian girl kidnapped and gang raped for 3 days

· Walter Fazal Accused of blasphemy

· Christian Man Arrested For Alleged Blasphemy
· Five Christians are charged under the Blasphemy law, including an 11 year old child.

· A Christian community leader Accused of Blasphemy
· Report on Imran Masih Sodamy case

· Qamar David Accused of Blasphemy
· Three Christians Sewers Killed by Poisonous Gas
· Attack on Churches in Sukkur
· United Presbyterian Church in Sargodha city set on fire
· A Christian singer A Nayyar asked to recite Kalama
· The House of Mansha Masih bulldozed and his 40 days old son killed
· Pastor and two lay Christians charged under blasphemy law

· Church Attacks In Talab Sarai, Managa Mandi 

· Two Christians sentenced to 10 years under blasphemy, antiterrorist laws
· Man accused of misuse of Quran murdered in custody

· Christian man arrested for desecrating Quran

· Christians attacked, thrown out from their houses by Pakistani Air Force
· Christian Children sold to obtain funding for militant groups
· Christian man arrested for desecrating Quran 
· Christian woman unjustly accused of blasphemy set free 

· The protest against cartoons and attacks on Christian properties in Pakistan
· Attack on church and Christian women at Kawanli, Sialkot
· Updates on Blasphemy cases

Martha Bibi accused of Blasphemy

On January 22nd 2007 the police arrested a Christian woman for blaspheming against the prophet Mohammad - a crime that carries the death penalty. Martha is 40 years old and lives in the village of Kot  Nanka Singh, Kasur District. More than 400 families live there, out of which only 13 are Christian. Martha runs a small building materials shop while her husband works as a bricklayer. He came to CLAAS on 23rd January and asked for support.

Asiya Raped and murdered

14-year-old Asiya was raped and murdered by a Muslim boy in Lilyani, a village situated on the border of Lahore. She was taking food/lunch for her father and brothers who work on the brick kiln, but they never got their food, as Asiya had become a victim of religious hatred. 

12 years old Christian girl kidnapped and gang raped for 3 days

On April 12, 2007, Munir Masih s/o Payara Masih informed Mr. Joseph Francis (National Director CLAAS) through a phone call that her youngest sister 12-year-old has been raped by four persons and she was in Lahore General Hospital in a critical condition. He also said that Police and doctors are not cooperating rather they are trying to suppress the matter.

 The police did not lodge FIR ( First information report)  because police needs Medical Report of Cheena. The poor Christian family faced difficulty to get Cheena’s medical examination done on time because police we not cooperating with them. Anyhow, medical examination was done on the 13th April 2007 and the IO (Investigation Officer) assured the team that FIR will be lodged after receiving medical report.  

84-year-old Christian charged under blasphemy law and his wife forcibly converted to Islam.

 

Walter Fazal Khan, 84 years old, of Samanabad, Lahore has been charged under the blasphemy law for desecrating the Quran and his wife Glades forcibly converted to Islam. The case has been registered by his driver Raja Riaz  was registered and Mr. Khan was sent to jail.

Mr. khan’s house was taken over by Fundamentalists and they are now claiming to start a Madressah in the property.  CLAAS filed a suit for illegal possession against the complainant and  also filed a suit for a permanent Injunction (Stay) of his property. However,  the lawyers of CLAAS were able to get Mr. Walter Khan

bailed on 28th of May 07.

 
Christian Man Arrested For Alleged Blasphemy 

A Christian man, Sattar Masih, 28, was charged under Section 295-A and C, blasphemy laws in, and arrested by the police on his wedding day on April 13, 2007. A piece of paper with his photograph and insulting words against the Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) in Urdu was allegedly found in the donation boxes outside the mosque in Kotri, Jamshoro district.

      A Muslim mob marched to Masih’s home and threatened to kill him but local police intervened and took him to the police station. Masih, former cook at St. Elizabeth Hospital, Hyderabad, has allegedly been tortured into offering a confession, and a case of blasphemy has been filed against him. He said : “How can I write this blasphemous note with my picture and name on it, when I know that the punishment for blasphemer is death?”


 
Five Christians are charged under the Blasphemy law, including an 11 year old child.

 

A 3rd blasphemy Case  was registered  on 1st April 07 against five Christians including one minor Rashid  Masih 11 years old,  Slamat Masih, Sahba Masih, Sheela Masih, and Sadique Masih(father of Rahsid Masih)  in Toba-Tek-Singh.

 An FIR ( First information report  was registered against all the above mentioned names on April 1st 2007 by Abdul Gaffar of Bakshi Park for using blasphemous language and desecrating stickers with the names of Allah and the Prophet Mohammad written on them. 

 

On April 1st, the Christian colony of Toba-Tek-Singh was attacked by 80 Muslim youths and Rattan Masih was injured and admitted in to hospital. 

 

Slamat and Sheela Masih were arrested, whilst the other people are still  on the run. However, the police has arrested 2 other innocent Christians Shahzad Masih and Green Masih even though their names are not in the FIR but because they are relatives of the accused. The police have warned that Shahzad Masih and Green will not be released until everybody is arrested.   

 

Local church leaders are in contact with the local Muslim community leaders and are trying to resolve the issue but there no news of any success.

CLAAS lawyer filed a habeas corpus in the court of Justice Shamim to recover Shahzad Masih and Green from illegal custody of Toba Tak Singh Police.  High Court deputed a bailiff (an official who is responsible to take away people from illegal detention and to provide them before court for appropriate action) who  raided on Police Station city Toba Tak Singh and recovered detainees from illegal detention of Police. 

A Christian community leader Accused of Blasphemy

 

On Saturday 24 March 2007, a false case was registered under the blasphemy law against community leader Amanant Masih, from the village of Nabipura (district Sheikhupura/Punjab).  

 

According to reports from CLAAS-PK, Amanat Masih is a respected Christian in the community and is also the voice of local Christians; as a result, he is ostracized by the local Muslim feudal lords. 

 

His agony started when his 2nd wife, Shamim Bibi left him for another man and to bring her back home he went to the talisman, Peer Liaqat Ali. The talisman gave him some papers with Quranic verses written on them and asked him to spread them in the streets and bury them in his room. However, he denies defiling the Quran and scattering the Quran’s pages in the street.  

 

On 23 March 2007, at about 3:30 pm a huge crowd of people lead by Qaisar Mehmood, Abdul Majeed, Molvi Mehmood Ahmed, Munawar Hussain, Amir Shahzad, Chaudhry Abbas Ali, and Ghulam Rasool attacked Amanat Masih’s house.  They beat him and accused him of desecrating the holy Quran. 

 

The crowd attacked Amanat’house on information from Razia Bibi, who told the local Muslims that she had seen the Quran’s pages scatted on the roof of Amanant Masih’s house. Amanant Masih has denied tearing and scattering the pages. The crowd also dug up the gourd of Amanant’s house but they found nothing, then they took him to their farmhouse and tortured him in to confessing to the crime that he never committed.

Imran Masih alias Chand s/o Samuel Masih, aged about 16-year-old has been sexually assaulted by many Muslims at District Mundi Bahauddinn on June 04, 2007. The occurrence took place on the bases of minor dispute among the children playing in playground.

Report on Imran Masih Sodamy case

Imran’s father is working as sweeper at District Head Quarter and Mohammad Sadique is a driver there. On the day of incident, at about 4:00pm, Mahammad Naveed s/o Mohammad Sadique called Imran Masih to play cricket. While they were playing, Naveed and his friends created a situation to quarrel with Imran. They even called his names for being Christian and gave him a severe beating. In the mean time, Mohammad Sadique came there and took Imran to his house for reconciliation with Naveed. He took him to the drawing room of his house where many other unknown persons were already present. Imran Masih got afraid and tried to run away but they immediately seized him, pushed him on the Sofa and sodomized him one by one. They also kept him beating for his resistance. Being tortured by both physically and sexually, he lost his senses and became unconscious. At about 3:00am he was thrown out in the street in a critical condition. Imran’s worried family was informed through Naveed about his existence in the street. 

Imran alias Chand finally bailed out in the fake case of theft against him which was lodged by the Opponents on Thursday, June 28, 2007. in future too. 

 

Situational report of Christians in Pakistan  during 2006
Discrimination and persecution as a consequence of faith has increased during the past year and Christians significant targets. The on going atrocities against the Christians in Pakistan remained the same during the period of this report. They are continuously targets of socio, economic, Political and religious persecution, 

Three Christian sanitary workers were killed by poisonous gas as they were force to go into the sewerage main with out any masks, safety belts, gas detectors, or special uniforms on 18 May, 2006. 

 Qamar David Accused of Blasphemy

 On23rd May, 2006,Qamar David a Pakistani Christian was allegedly accused of sending letters to Denmark embassy facilitating them on drawing such sacrilegious sketches. Additionally, he accused of sending blasphemous text messages to Muslim clerics around the country in which he was accused to insult the Prophet Muhammad during the cartoons row in February 2006. The police arrested him and recovered the mobile phone sim card through which text messages were sent. The police also recovered a long list of Muslim religious leaders from his phone. Mr. David was proved innocent and released.

Three Christians Sewers Killed by Poisonous Gas


3 Christian sanitary workers were killed by poisonous gas as they were force to go into the sewerage main with out any masks, safety belts, gas detectors, or special uniforms. Parwaiz Jan, Adil, and Guftar were summoned unofficially from another sub-division on May 18, 2006. They went down the gutter and inhaled carbon monoxide gas. The other workers waited for half an hour and then tried to enter but they smelled the gas and came out. The workers could not help because they, too, had no gear to grapple with this situation. The emergency service 1122 was called, but by the time they reached the three workers had already died.
This is not a first time that the sanitary workers died because of gas in sewerage. Christians have been a frequent victim because they are assigned to these kind of menial jobs. The maximum pay these sewers get in return is Rs. 5,500 per month which is less than $100. Sewer system in Lahore is despicably dangerous, comprising of 10 thousand gutters which are sometimes 30 feet deep and runs a length of 3,500 kilometres. With only 1,500 permanent workers, the other 4,000 charge workers bear the burden of the work without any masks, safety belts, gas detectors, or special uniforms.

Attack on Churches in Sukkur

On 19th February 2006 a mob attacked St. Mary’s Church and St. Xavier’s Church and St. Mary’s School in Sukkur (built in 1889). They stole articles and set the churches and vehicles on fire, damaged a School hall and totally destroyed a pastor’s house. The miscreants used the atmosphere created on the issue of cartoons however the misguided attacks were orchestrated in abuse of blasphemy laws when Mr. Irfan a Muslim convert tried to implicate his Christian father in-law (Saleem) in burning a copy of Holy Quran. Irfan, who set the ploy confessed almost immediately (February 19th) before police and locals that he was guilty and not his Christian father in law. On February 20th, police arrested 23 person in connection with attacks on churches. 
CLAAS, Rt. Revd. Bishop Rafique, Rt. Rev. Bishop Max John Rodriges, Vicar General Fr. John Murrad, of Hyderabad diocese Fr. Emmanuel Yousaf Mani, the National Director and Mr. Nadeem Bhatti Staff of NCJP visited the attacked churches and Christian community of Sukkar. Archbishop Lawrence Saldanha, the Chairperson of NCJP issued a statement on February 20th, 2006 condemning the incident and asking for an end to religion based violence. Some state functionaries made statements condemning the incident and the chief Minister of Sindh, Dr. Arbab Rahim promised the reconstruction of the churches 

United Presbyterian Church in sargodha city set on fire

On February 28th 2006, at 5.00 am, the United Presbyterian church in sargodha city, Basti Noori gate, was set on fire by unknown culprits. The main entrance and six windows were completely damaged. Church members and the Local Christian community are very upset and concerned about the growing frequency of attacks on churches. The minister in charge has registered a complaint to the police. The 

The House of Mansha Masih bulldozed and his 40 days old son killed

Mansha Masih’s (a Christian) house was illegally bulldozed and his son was killed when Nazar Mohammad tried to take possession of his house. Mansha has been living as part of a joint family for the last 40 years with his father and brothers.

According to Mansha Masih, Nazar Mohammad, a local influential businessman, made fake documents of his property and tried to take possession forcefully.

In this attempt, Mansha’s innocent 40-day-old son died, and the police have refused to register a case against the attackers.

Pastor and two lay Christians charged under blasphemy law

Pastor Akram and two other Christians, Rasheed Masih and Bashir Masih (Councillor), residents of Okara (Punjab) have been accused of desecrating the Quranic verses in August 2006.  Mr. Abid the son of Rasheed converted to Islam and got married under Muslim rites, against his parents will and moved to an unknown place for two months.  Latter Mr. Abid along with his wife came back and started living with his parents. Since he and his wife were converted to Islam and were not Christian anymore, they were not supposed to have any relation with their Christian relatives. Somebody complained Molvies (Muslim preachers) of locality that Abid and his wife have embraced Islam and now they are living with Christians. 

A Church attacked in Mominpura

A Church that began in 2000, and Christian houses in Mominpura Thaiki village near Sharaqpur in the Punjab province were attacked on August 12th, 2006 by a mob of 30 Muslim men from the nearby village of Rajian Araian, carrying guns and other weapons. According to the fact finding team of CLAAS-PK and the National Commission for Justice and Peace, the attackers injured three Christians seriously and one Christian, Bashir Masih, was missing. Mehr Yaqoob, a local Muslim landlord, threw hand grenades at the Church. The attackers dragged Christian women and children from their homes - as it was late morning, most of the men were at their jobs. Christian women and children were beaten severely and humiliated. 

Bashir Masih, an accused of Blasphemy was murdered in custody on 30th September 2006.

 A teen aged boy Shahid Masih was booked for blasphemy charges but the case was dismissed due to take of Evidence from the opposition.

A church was attacked in Talab Sarai, District Manga Mandi, on Sunday, November 12, 2006.

Church Attacks In Talab Sarai, Managa Mandi

 The Church of the Nazarene was attacked in Talab Sarai, District Manga Mandi, about 45 Kilometers from Lahore, on Nov. 12, 2006.  The gate and tube lights were broken. There were about 40 poor Christian families living in the area who were often bullied by two Muslim families. Some fifty feet away from the church is a sitting room of a Muslim family where Zulifiqar Akbar Jutt and Asif Ramzan used to sit, drink and make fun of Christians. They also tease the bypassing Christian girls. The house of the Asif was adjacent to the back wall of the church. They often went to the roof of the church for pigeon-flying. The situation angered the Christians but they ever tolerated.

                 





                 
Pastor Rafiq Masih, in charge of the Church told CLAAS’ fact-finding team that the Christians, here, are mostly the brick kiln workers. They don’t have holiday on Sunday so the church begins at 6pm. On the day of incident, when the congregation was in prayer, Asif, Zulifiqar and six other Muslim boys came drunk near the church gate and started uttering filthy word in the tone of song sung by the congregation. 






After Church finishes, they again came back, equipped with firearms and clubs. First, they attacked Ashraf Masih’s house and then disrupted the prayer. They damaged the Church as well. To control the situation, Naib-Nazim Khalid Javed, a Muslim political leader, called the police. Despite the Naib-Nazim Khalid Javed intervention, police has not yet arrested any culprit.  The two Muslims families who are living among these Christians are a pain in their neck. They sexually harass the Christian girls, desecrate the church building and the Christian graveyard, and bully the men. They have been making fun of Christian religious sentiments. In this situation the local law enforcement agencies haven’t played their role and now the situation has gone to the extent where they have dared to attack the church. 

Two Christians sentenced to 10 years under blasphemy, antiterrorist laws

                                                                                        

On 24th November 2006 two Christians, James Masih, son of Khaira, and Boota Masih, son of Faqir, were detained under blasphemy law on 8th October 2006 in Faisalabad and subsequently sentenced by the judge of the Antiterrorist Court, Mohammad Aslam, to 10 years of imprisonment  under the Blasphemy law and to five years under the antiterrorist act. The court also fined them 25000 rupees each with the condition that any failure to pay the fine would result in longer sentences. 

 

The lack of any direct evidence against James and Boota made the prosecution case so weak that eventually the court sentenced them to 10 years imprisonment. 

 

The court’s decision seemed to be the result of pressure exerted by Muslim extremists. It seems that the judge was confident about the Christian men’s innocence and sentenced them to confinement in order to satisfy Muslim extremists. 

Meanwhile James’ and Boota’s families left their homes after they had received death threats from Muslim extremists. 

The Masih case concerned events on 8th October 2006, when James Masih was approached by two Muslims who accused him of setting the Holy Books on fire. Masih told them that he did not know that the books he was burning were holy and Islamic. The two men took the ashes from the burnt papers and showed them to local people. Shortly afterwards, an aggressive crowd of thousands of people attacked James and his relative, Boota Masih, who was visiting him. Both men were severely beaten. The crowd also threatened the rest of the local Christian community with dire consequences, causing many to leave. 

The situation in the area is still very tense. Christian people are frightened to go back to their homes as they fear attacks from extremists. More then half of the families in the town have not returned to their houses although the police have now been called in to provide security.

Christian woman unjustly accused of blasphemy set free 

It has come to the notice of CLAAS that  the local Deputy Superintendent of Police (D.S.P) called both parties in a blasphemy dispute to his office on the same day. His team met with Rani Bibi, who said she had not made any derogatory remarks against Prophet Mohammad or the Holy Temple (Khana Kahbah). She said that on 7 October 2006, the cattle of one of her fellow villagers, Haji Kareem Bukhsh, entered her fields and destroyed her corps. She complained to Haji Kareem and asked him to take his cattle away from my fields. Instead of taking his cattle away he started abusing her, she said.  She then told him that as he is a pilgrim, what difference did his pilgrimages do for him if he still used filthy language. 

Rani told how Haji Kareem Bukhsh also beat her and that she threatened him with legal action for beating her. At this, according to Rani, Haji became afraid and accused Rani Bibi of desecrating Khana Kahbah (Holy Temple) and his pilgrimage in order to save his own skin. He engaged clerics of the locality and gave his sotry to them. Due to this clerics and Muslim people of locality gathered and protested against her. 

She told, “I am innocent and Haji Kareem Bukhsh has accused me in order to save his own skin” 

She added that Haji and Muslim clerics said they would not take any legal action against her on condition that she took up their offer of a chance to confess before God and to ask His forgiveness. 

As the fact finding team was interviewing Rani Bibi some people of locality came to her and asked to sign a stamp paper, that was a apologize deed by Rani Bibi, in which she confessed of desecrating pilgrimage of Haji Kareem Bukhsh. 

She asked the team what to do, suggested her to sign the document so that she would be set free from further litigation. 

. DSP agreed with the decision of arbitrary council and set Rani Bibi free

Church, Christian families attacked in land dispute with Muslim landlord


Man accused of misuse of Quran murdered in custody 

Bashir Masih was arrested on the charges of blasphemy on 3 August 2004. On 30 September 2006 he was reported dead The Daily Khabrain, a local paper reported (1 October 2006) that there was something suspicious about the affair as there were two conflicting reports: one said that Masih died from an electric shock and the other that he died as a result of heart attack. Bashir Masih, an uneducated and illiterate person, probably had little understanding of the importance of the Quran and used it as a talisman for exorcism and casting spells, asking people to sit on the holy book while he chanted his magical formulas. The news about his practices spread and one of his neighbours though to have borne a grudge against him raised the issue in the community. 

Consequently, Masih was beaten up by mob, handed over to the police and kept in custody. What happened to Bashir Masih has been a fate of many Christians, such as Samuel Masih who was killed in custody by his own police guard or Nasir Masih who was tortured to death in a police station. These people lost their lives because of blasphemy laws.

Christian man arrested for desecrating Quran 

A Pakistani Christian who was jailed for ripping pages containing Quranic verses on 21 September 06 appealed to Punjabi police through his lawyer to drop his case due to lack of evidence. Shahid, aged 17, is implicated in breaking article 295-B of the Pakistan Penal Code, one of the country's notorious blasphemy laws that criminalises desecration of the Quran.
If convicted, Shahid will serve a life sentence. The young man allegedly tore pages from a tafseer – a book explaining Quranic verses, whilst stealing several books from a medical clinic in the Madina Town district of Faisalabad last week. The charges are based on the testimony of Muhammad Ghaffar, who claimed that he was Shahid’s accomplice. Both suspects are being held in Faisalabad's District Jail while police is carrying out the investigation. According to a report, the two suspects live in the same locality and apparently had an argument. Shahid's parents admitted that their son had problems with drugs in the past but do not believe he is guilty of blasphemy.

Update: Shahid was released on bail on 16th February 2007.

Christians attacked, thrown out from their houses by Pakistani Air Force

 

Christians who were beaten and humiliated by Pakistan Air Force (PAF) staff are still waiting for justice. On 12 June at PAF Quarters in Islamabad, Muslim boys attacked two Christian girls, Shabnam and Alina, who worked as domestic servants. The incident spiralled into wider violence between Christians and Muslims. Christian men took revenge on the Muslim boys and beat them up while other Muslims responded by attacking the Christians with iron rods, clubs and axes. Three boys, Michael Masih, Rafaqat Maish and Wasim Masih, were seriously injured. The Christian men complained to the PAF officers who supported the Muslims.

The police did not take any action against the attackers but arrested two Christians, Abid and Basharat, who, after three days, were released on bail. On 13 June, with the help of Julius Salik, former minister for minority issues, the Christians registered an FIR [pls explain the abbreviation] against the attackers. 

Following these events PAF personnel broke into the Christians’ houses and blindfolded them. Most of the families of the Christians were separated. The room used for the church services was desecrated and demolished. Bibles, hymnbooks, Christian calendars, pamphlets, and similar items were thrown out by the attackers outside the Passport Office in Islamabad. When Joseph Francis, CLAAS PK’s national coordinator, arranged a press conference in Islamabad to raise the issue, he was told by a secret agent that a press release would not be allowed to be disseminated. Eventually, CLAAS held a press conference in Lahore on 29 June.

Christian Children sold to obtain funding for militant groups

 In May 06 The trade was exposed by two Christian missionaries (one Pakistani, other American) who had seen photographs of boys for sale in black market in Quetta, (The capital of Balochestan province). The missionaries constructed an elaborate and hazardous rescue plan, with the Pakistani posing as a Lahore businessman who wanted to buy boys to beg for him. Not only did they manage to buy back twenty boys and return them to their homes, but also they secretly filmed Khan accepting money for seventeen boys.

Jamait-UL- Dawa (JUD) is an organization which is liked to Al-Qaeeda. The US state department has declared JUD to be a front for a terrorist group Lashkar-E-Taiyaba which is banned both in Pakistan and in UK. Yet JUD is popular in Pakistan for providing free Medical care and education for the poor.

Although the evidence against Khan is overwhelming but the police has not taken any action and so for no investigation has taken place. The revelation of this horrifying trade is Christian boys is to fund Islamic terrorist activities is an extreme manifestation of the discrimination and oppression of Christians in Pakistan.

CLAAS strongly Demands Government of Pakistan to ban this militant group immediately to stop the further abduction of innocent Christian Children and investigation should be initiated immediately at higher level and the culprits should be brought to justice. 

.

A Christian singer A.Nayyar asked to recite Kalama

A pride of Performance award winner Christian singer Mr. A Nayyar was stopped by few young men in the middle of the night in an apparent robbery bid. When the thugs recognize him he was beaten, humiliated and asked to recite Kalama –Tayyaba (Islamic proclamation of faith) on February 18th, 2006. The disturbed singer was reluctant to take a legal action against the unidentified culprits. NCJP has written a letter to the Federal Minister of Religious and Minority Affairs, to take stock to these incidents and try to educate mass on religious tolerance.

The protest against cartoons and attacks on Christian properties in Pakistan

Protests against the publishing of a cartoon of Prophet Mohammad have turned into violence in various cities of Pakistan. The protestors have caused large-scale destruction. Protestors have burnt public and private buildings including a Multinational franchise, banks and institutions. 
As on Feb 13th 2006, a procession comprising of college students and Islamic organizations attacked the century old Edward Colleges run by Christian missionaries in Peshawar smashing the windows of the administration block, hall, library, and science block.
On February 15th 2006, protestors damaged St. Michael’s Convent School Cantt, St Elizabath Girls College and a Mission Hospital, run by the Church of Pakistan in Peshawar. 
The Christian Girls School run by the United Presbyterian Church in Kasur, 40 km from Lahore, was attacked, however, the extent of the damage is not yet known.
We request that you to pray for the safety of innocent Christians, Christian properties and churches and for the calming of the situation.

Attack on church and Christian women at Kawanli, Sialkot 

 
On 03rd February 2006 in Kawanwali, Sialkot, Paki a Muslim mob smashed church windows, desecrated the Holy Bible and also beat several women including Salima Bibi (50) and Veero Bibi (70) whose both legs have been fractured and her back severely damaged. Attacks on the churches and weak Christian community are becoming frequent due to the failure of Pakistani Government to take strict possible action against the culprits responsible for the desecration of three churches in Sangla Hill on 12th November 2005. 

On February 4th, the second day after the attack, the District Police Officer Tariq Khokhar resisted registering a case about the incident. A medico-legal certificate were obtained for the injured Mrs. Veero and Mrs. Saleema who were admitted to a government hospital at Daska. 
 
NCJP Volunteers Nadeem Raja and Ratan Kumar, at 9.00 p.m. when they were on their way back to home after doing fact finding of the above mentioned incident, were robbed by two unidentified armed men. The robbers took their mobile phone, a coat and writing materials along with some cash. The police has not registered the case despite a written application. 

These attacks are causing a great concern among the Christian community and not they feel insecure but also their religious feelings are hurt. They are treated as second-class citizen and living under constant fear of life despite all the assurances and concept of enlightened and moderate society by the President Pervez Musharraf.

Update

Ranjha Masih case:

Ranjha Masih (accused of blasphemy in 1998) was acquitted by Lahore High Court on 10 November 2006. This was the first hearing of his case after an appeal submitted by CLAAS lawyers. His case was heard by Mr. Justice Asif Saeed Khan Khausa. 

The State Prosecutor demanded the death sentence for Masih, but it by God’s grace Masih was acquitted from all the false charges. 

Mr. Justin Gill put forward the arguments with the support of CLAAS lawyers, including Mr. Akbar Munawar Durrani, Mr. Samson Joseph, Mr. Tahir Gul, Mr. Aric John and Ms. Aneeqa, National Director [of what?] Mr. M. Joseph Francis and Coordinator Mr. Wasim Muntizar. 

Mr Nasir Saeed, CLAAS’s coordinator, met Ranjha Masih in the central jail in Faisalabad. On 26 April 2003, he was given a death sentence in the Court of Sahid Rqfique. Additional Sessions Judge Faisalabad Ranja ordered life imprisonment and a fine of.50,000 rupees (about 830 US dollars). CLAAS filed a petition against the decision of the [Additional] Sessions Court’s decision at Lahore High Court in the same year, which was then approved. CLAAS has been strongly campaigning for Ranjha’s release as he has been in very poor health

Naseem Bibi’s case:

Naseem Bibi (a victim of blasphemy laws) has been acquitted of blasphemy. She was tried before the court of Judicial Magistrate Miss Ayesha Rasheed (Police Station A-Division Kasur). CLAAS lawyers, Mr. Justin Gill and Mr. Akhtar Sindhu, submitted her acquittal petition as well as a petition for quotient of FIR under section 249-A, and on 20th November 2006 presented their case. Naseem Bibi was acquitted of all charges by the Judicial Magistrate due to lack of witnesses, direct evidence and on the grounds of non-procedure of section 196. She had been on bail since April 2006. Since then she has been forced to leave her home due to the hostile atmosphere created there by her neighbours.

Sohail Masih’s case

 

Sohail Masih, a mentally disturbed man who was accused of setting the Koran on fire in November last year, has been released in Pakistan.

According to the Police First Information Report (F.I.R.), Khurram Kamran, a resident of Mohallah Raja Sultan alleged that he saw Sohail burning pages of the Koran and the police registered a case against Sohail, Rawalpindi vide FIR No. 521/05 offence under section 295-B with police station B-Division, Rawalpindi.

The case was referred to CLAAS who hired a lawyer, Malik Asif Toufiq Awan, to represent Sohail.

“He (the lawyer) filed petition under section 265-K for the acquittal of Sohail Masih on medical grounds. The defence counsel also argued that there is no direct evidence against Sohail. The police did not conduct a proper investigation in this case and registered the FIR on a hearsay statement of the complainant”, said a press re
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